Developers Garden
of Eden threatened

Grove Street before it was choked by car fumes.

AS WILMSLOW is swallowed up

by developers’ insatiable appetite

owns o for change one of the town’s oldest
family traders is deeply saddened
by all that has gone.

John Berry, whose family ran a
Wilmslow menswear shop for almost

70 years, remembers the day when you

could buy anything in Grove Street.
“Now it seems to be all banks, you can’t
find what you want these days.”

In the last three months Johnstones sta
tioners and Chadwicks family butchers

z od , closed down after serving Wilmslow for the
: i ms 0w s better part of a century
- o But with them is disappearing a re
tradition that made Wilmslow proud
iV 1 “y s Wilmslow changes ever
g s said 74-ye I\ T
Church Str
before movin
siness to Gr I in 1918
People travelled into Wilmslow
miles around then because everyone
acti clothes

inted in 1909 advertised



| Ty ® Write to: The Editor,
| &Ev?g@ Q\ Wilmslow Express Advertiser,
Water Lane, Wilmsiow SK3 S5AE

© A shot of Manchester Road before the motor car ruled.

Fond memories of
old village life

IN THE closing of Chadwicks the butchers, who have
served Grove Street so faithfully over the years, one feels
— as with Johnstones — the sadness of a changing
Wilmslow.

Once Wilmslow was a
little country village where
friends met and talked
unhurried by unending
streams of traffic.

It is those of us In our latter
years who can look back and
rememmer o s ok i Eapawell to

the fountain, and rsons

P
where my grandfather bought i

bis cigars ACWICKS

™ s

hr m nof THE directors of S. Chadwick
Ltd. would like to thank all
customers and staff for their
support over the past 65 years.
Many thanks also for the lovely

w
eful for those same

memorie

Name and address supplied.

Christmas gif

Thank God for C
and the few remat
a happer age.

My mother's home as & child in
Fulshaw Park was demolished to
make way for a modern dwelling, yet
would have outlasted the present $. CHADWICK LTD.
building in time. Grove Street,

ose who share the same Wilmslow,

Gilberts
inders of

ich they
much

Thank you all

Mega-bucks
Chadwick family
could net £3sm
from shop sales

EXCLUSIVE

By Martin Hennessey

FAMILY butchers
Chadwicks are set to
become a mega-rich
dynasty.

The three brothers and
two sisters who retired last
month after 65 years serv-
ing Wilmslow will soon be in
the money
e of the two shops in
Grove Street could net a
£% million or

more
But 74-year-old Stephen, the
oldest of the Chadwicks, does
ng the

not appear to be

tiser: “We haven't
thought about the cash
ffluence

All we know 1s the sale
of the land is being taken up by
the estate agents but we have
no plans for the future.

The properties, now being

d c land
ywide, are on
market at a time
slow shop prices are
h the ceiling

nce
magazine revealed that land
for office development in
Wilmslow is now fetching a
staggering £1 million per acre.
Wilmslow's legendary afu
ence means there is enormous
competition for town centre
office space, say
journalists

Grove Street butchers to close

on the future of the site o

as part of a three shop deal t
old shop only a week ago

Chadwicks to
shut-up shop
after 65 years

GROVE Street shoppers will be bidding another sad farewell to a half century
of Wilmslow's past this week when Chadwick’s the family butcher closes

both premises for good.

Recently Johnstones
stationers shut up shop
after nearly a century,
and now the three sons
and two daughters of
the Chadwick family are
following suit

Since 1925 there has been
a Chadwick pork butchers
on Grove Street but
Saturday, will be the last
time T74-year-old Stephen
the eldest, makes his daily
cycle trip to work

*Of course it will be sad
But things change,” said
Stephen of Windsor
Avenue

Stephen was 11-year-old
when his father first set up
shop, moving from Hanley
in Staffordshire to Wilms-
low in the 1920’s

By Martin Hennessey

Altough he helped out
with the busin when he
could, it was not until
leaving school at 14 that he
began his butcher's train
ing under his father.

“‘Before we came into
Grove Street there was
another old butchers he
Arrowsmith’s it was
called,” said the youngest
of the Chadwick family, 60
year-old Peter

Extended

“Qur father took over his
business and we have kept
it going since them,” he
said

e ——————

Wilmslow
landmark
is facing
the chop!

In 1 the Chadwicks
extended their premises by
buying up another shop on
( reet close to Bank
Square. It was from these
two shops that their repu
tation grew

ove

We were the only
butchers in the area to be
allowed to sell unratione
meat during the post war
years ined Stephen
proudly

And in those days the
trade w ood we used
to have
round the
stones. Th
time whe
calle

Chadwick
ffice Stepher
reminisced how things use

Different

I remember an old
thy sed to work
opposite, and down th
towards Ban Square
there was a saddlers

re

Everything is different
n the offices of the
Express Advertiser we
once the grounds of

ownan Hall School’s first
ce,”” he said

It will be sad,” he re
peated. *““But thing




Wilmsiow trading landmark for meore than a century.

WII.MSI.OW STORE

,(’”L-EGGS. Wilmslow’s oldest department store, is
4 to go out of business later this month.

1

sing.
They will cease to trade
either September or October

STAFF TOLD




ntists were 1g through
f Green Hall Maccles
’s Wilmslow service centre
on Tues 7ing to find the cause of the fire
which destroyed it.

At has n 1

BY
PAM BEDDARD
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big for its own goo

ILMSLOW is the sort of place you can choose
between £500 coats but are pushed to find a bag of
potatoes, said a national financial magazine recently.

In a five page
feature the Investor’s
Chronicle traced the
roots of Wilmslow’s
success as a boom
town and developer’s
paradise, following
its growth from
humble Cheshire
village to wealthy
business nerve cen-
tre.

But author and finan-
cial journalist Robert
Waterhouse believes the
town has hit a limit to
its’ expansion.

OVERLOAD

Although Wilmslow has
come a long way from 1842
when the Alderley-
Manchester rail link
brought carriage loads of
commuters to settle in the
area, it is coming close to
overload.

Housing in the centre is
under ever-increasing
pressure from shops and
offices while traffic caused
by the ‘evil’ motor car
threatens to choke Wilms-
low’s roads.

But the town’s affluence
has become legendary, says

Report by Martin Hennessey

the Investors Chronicle, in
its report entitled “Too
successful for its own
good.”

Unemployment is
around three per cent and
shopping streets once
limited to village needs,
now boast Jaeger, Laura
Ashley and top name car
dealers like Ferrari, Porche
and Rolls Royce.

It is the closeness to
Ringway Airport, Man-
chester centre and easy
access to motorways that
have made Wilmslow a
prime site for developers,
argues the report.

A single acre of the town
centre is worth £1 million
as development land and
luxury office space proves
even more costly than
Manchester itself at £20 per
square foot.

Traffic queues, parking
problems, noise and fumes
are a fact of life which
tempt residents to accept
cash offers from develcpers
and move somewhere less
in demand, say~ the report.

This, in turn, increases
the pressure on the area.

Nick Taylor, a senior
Macclesfield planning
officer, told the Investors
Chronicle that his col-
leagues are just about
keeping the lid on the
clamour for commercial
offices.

One Emerson group
spokesman sees an end to
large scale rebuilding.

PROMISE

Orbit director Simon
Clarke-Williams, told the
Chronicle that Wilmslow no
longer holds the promise it
once did for developers like
his company.

But economist Dr. Peter
Stubbs, a lecturer at Man-
chester University and
Wilmslow Trust chairman,
disagrees and is pessimistic
about the future.

He believes the pressure
will continue.

A recent sign that the
bulldozers have yet to
finish their work came with
an abrupt end for Station
Road’s Railway Hotel
earlier this year.

After all it is not often
that a pub disappears
overnight, the report adds.

e

d — claim business experts

The Railway pub reduced to a pile of tﬁbble overnight.

Jones developers seen

FROM humble beginnings Alderley builder ‘ [ ]
Peter Emerson Jones founded a multi-million as mme
blessing’

pound developer’s empire that sp Wilmsl
and Florida, says an Investor Chronicle report.

Controversy has dogged some Emerson projects
with planning permission finally won only or.

In the last 30 years, the Alderley based Emerson
Group have permanently changed the face of
Wilmslow and grown to become one of the
appeal direct to the Department of Environmer.ct.
Emerson marketing director Simon Clarke-
Williams told the Investors Chronicle that Wilms-

country’s most powerful developers.
Under the Emerson umbrella Jones has won

low’s development would have happened with or

without Mr. Jones.

major contracts in Manchester, Macclesfield and
“Wilmslow may not have needed its local

the South of England as well as large scale
developments in Portugal and Alamonte Springs,

developer, but the local developer has certainly
profited from Wilmslow,” concludes the report.

Florida.
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIlIlIIIIIIIII|IIIIIII|I||II|Il|IIIIIIIIIII|IIlIIlIIlIIIlIIIlllIHllllllll_—lf::\

But Emerson activities are seen as a mixed
blessing in Wilmslow, says Chronicle journalist
Robert Waterhouse.

“Rightly or wrongly locals tend to associate
Orbit with the urbanization of their village,” he
says.

2111




“It offers advantages to buyers in variety,
quality and price of its merchandise.
Whether for consumption, use or orna-
ment,” says the text.

“In those days there were even 12 grocers
in the centre,” war veteran George Bayley
told the Express Advertiser.

“Plus three chemists, three butchers,
three fish game and poultry dealers as well
as shoe and boot repairers, watchmakers,
jewellers, gentlemen’s fitters,” said Mr.
Bayley.

“With a population of only about nine
thousand, customers had a wide variety of
shops, not like today when you only have
multiples serving a population of over
30,000,” he said.

“The number of banks and other “non-
shopping” units in Grove Street has taken
away the intimacy of yesteryear.

“Even the constant change-over of shops
is confusing. One week a shop opens, the
next the shop-fitters are in!” said George.

Now the state of Grove Street’s constant
building and refurbishment is even dis-
couraging the chain stores themselves.

Stan Fosbury managing director of
Sweater House store believes Grove Street
could be on the slide.

“It’s just not the nice place to browse like
it has been in the past,” he said sadly.

F.C. Berry outfitters gave service second to
none. Pictured in the doorway was manager
John Shore.
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LANDMARK’S FINAL CHAPTER

Bookshop turns
the last pages

Johnstones to close its

doors after a century
in the heart of Wilmslow

m Martin Hennessey_l

A chapter of Wilmslow’s history will finally be

closed when

Johnstones Bookshop and Sta-

tioners shuts its’ doors for the last time at the

end of the month.

There has been a John-
stones Stationers at the
corner of Grove Avenue and
Grove Street since before
1896.

But now a clearance sale has
emptied the shelves and posters
in the window are the only
epilogue to the shop's recent
history

Miss MacGill and Miss
Standring would like to thank
all their customers for 43 happy
years at Johnstones Bookshop,”
it says

The present owners
staff are all retiring and that
farewell message 1§ a sad
goodbye from one of the most
familiar of all Wilmslow's fast
disappearing independent re
tailers

and 12

Heir

Although Johnstones has
been on the verge of shutting
down before this time there will
be no successor

It was in 1945 when the ageing
Bertram Johnstone faced his
retirement without an heir, his

family's premises was saved by
the enthusiasm of two young
women Alice Standring and
Margaret MacGill

During the war years the two
longtime friends had worked
together for the Ministry of
Food and Agriculture

Travelling Lancashire and
Cheshire in a caravan their job
was to take quality checks of
soil samples for ministry
records

Their journeys often brought
them to Wilmslow for a night's
stopover

It was then they fell in love
with Johnstones

Both Alice and Margaret were
keen vook lovers, and the Grove
Street shop held many attrac
tions for an enthusiastic reader

“Whenever we passed through
I would always add to my col
lection of Nelsons Classics
explained Miss Standring of
books she still keeps in her
wilmslow home

Loved

When we heard Mr. John
stone wanted to retire Wwe

immediately wrote to him with
an offer,” she explained. Their
price was accepted

Miss Standring and Miss
MacGill took over the running
of Johnstones in May 1946
they have been there ever since

“These years have been very

happy ones,"” said Miss
Standring
But despite pioneering

women in business Alice denies
eve having
entrepreneur

“We took on Johnstones be
cause we loved books and we
needed to make a living, that
was all

“We have

been an

never wanted to
make lots of money and the
shop has gone on as steadily as
we have done”

But times have changed, and
as Wilmslow's longstanding
independent retailers step down
only the giant stores can afford
to move 1n

Rent and rate rises have put
Grove Street beyond the reach

pressure from the High

Street goliaths has taken its
toll

‘Few firms have a hope of
competing against shops like

Ww. H. Smiths now that they
large enough to be their own
wholesalers explained Miss
Standring

“There is no future for a
bookshop here any more said
added

AFTER one hundred years
closing at the end of this r
empty shelves behind them

as a stationers Johnstones bookshop is
month. Staff at the shop smile bravely but
are a clear reminder of the shop's future



THIS photo (left) from 1896

shows Johnstones as the
original booksellers of Grove
Street. The shop was started by

Bertram Johnstone's parents in
the late 19th century. He took it
over in
Standring and Margaret MacGill

1905 before Alice:

became

the last owners in May

1946. The two wartime friends

have spent many happy years’

in

Wilmslow keeping

the

Johnstones tradition alive, but
when they retire later this
month there will be no suc-
cessor. The long-standing retail

landmark on Grove Stree
(pictured right, present day) wil
have disappeared forever. 12uvs
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Town's detructors jeulous

CANNOT believe the ield Borough
amount of moaning Councll is interfering

that has gone on with Wilmsiow’s contin-
about the so-called uing prosperity. Itis a
“cafe society” in shame that we are £
Wilmslow. Can | be unable to break free ¥
alone in thinking that from the borough stran- p
the town is flourishing glehold and stand alone £
and that, after the terri- as a thriving and glori- [~ .

ble slump of the early ous independent suc- 2
1990s, it is a joy to see cess story. T
Wilmslow alive again? Pty
dC)nly the o Ri d Kabulo -ﬂf
edness, and dare | say Bollin Hill :
’ealousy Wilmslow Rectory = p l_ol W-'mslow sﬁ\k SOCH ely

h 2de
No reason notto  .oriciw. L e
2 ndalism'
have a bridleway “"" ™"

WAS born in Park Road in Gerry Kelsall
1924 and know that strip of Keswick Drive
land very well. It is part of the Frodsham

original dn\ eway to Pownall Hall
abandoned by the Boddingtons ~
when a speculator, seeking to sell

land to them, threatened to have
cheap houses built with their
backs alongside the drive if they
wouldn't buy. The Boddingtons re-
routed their drive to enter
Hawthorn lane

' laying l
and drive: = P h

Thrnughnul those years, the
entrance g were kept closed by
padlock and chain and pen d n]\.
(r veh

padlock and chain and opened only
for vehicles. More recently someone
has removed the iron gates to make
it more convenient to drive in and
out, but the stonework proclaims
that it is still a gate. It is still used
by vehicles as it has been for more
than sixty years.

I can see no reason why it should
not become a bridle way provided
that the long-established rights of
Park Road residents to pass and
repass with vehicles whenever nec-
essary, is respected. There is no fast
traffic, the gate won’t allow it.

Although it could serve as a pub-
lic right of way, I doubt if many
would ride horses through it because
they would emerge into a rather nar-
row pathway at the other end - noth-
ing is impossible, though. We once
had a circus elephant in our back
garden at No.54, and it had got there
overnight, (I now suspect that some
high spirited circus hands brought it
round by road).

A meeting between residents and
others would be useful. Perhaps the
Local Authority would clean up the
gates - provided they don’t do what
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WILMSLOW PARISH
HALL GOES UP
FOR AUCTION

THE decision to grant outline planning consent to the Wilmslow Parish Hall
site, Water Lane has prompted the offi cers of St. Bartholomew’s Church to put
the site on the open market without any immediate prospect of replacing it.

The sale will take place by Memorial Gardens, Church would necessitate the building
auction at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Lane, The grounds for this of a footbridge across the River
October 26, at the Stanney- refusal were that the planners Bollin to enable access to and

r lands Hotel, Stanneylands felt that the dividing road from the church. The main
Road, Wilmslow, between the church building complication of using this site
x and the gardeng was. too busy 1S that the land has been

The decision to sell was and therefore this possibility bequeathed to Wilmslow.

taken in 1975, when it was COD~  has been ruled out completely. However, Mr Hunt states
sidered that the church would that as the church once had
be better served by a new “Bas, ¢ ‘s & school o the site, “one

ass Charrington's are very n th <, it
church hall closer to the i ,,\ ‘ section of land may balance
church building, Church | sympathetic to us”, sald Mr out the other — no actual

Street.  Since that date the Hunt 85 & result of dicussions space in the bequest would be
search has been on to find an lost",

appropriate site for this new The use of the churchyard
building, a search which has of utiliing land owned by the itself is another option open
thrown up five possibilities brewery adjacent to the George to ucc but this would necessi-

held concerning the possibility

but, as yet, no definite plans. ; tate the removal of gravestones 4

g In his October message in St. and Dragon Hotel. and Mr Hunt casts some doubt,
artholomew's parish magazine, as to whether or not the con- {

the Rector, Rev. Peter Hunt, Further discussions wity the gregation would allow this to !

lists the options open to the brewery have been suggested % place. One solution would
church, a list full of difficulties but only concerning land be to erect some sort of 4
Which must be overcome before behind the public house car monument in the new hall,
the site for the new church park. “They (the brewery) listing the graves over which

hall is to be chosen. regrey that they cannot allow the hall was built, ‘
Us to use their land adjacent The final alternative sugges- .
Te latest sethack came  to the church yard”, said Mr ted has been to extend the

recently with the refusal by Hunt, existing church building, but
Macclesfield Borough Councii The possibility of using land once u;u“:. this is not \51' hout.
to allow the church authorities on the Carrs Pield ha 1s0 -

to use the North end o -




THE decision to grant outline planning consent to the Wilmslow »arish Hall

site, Water Lane has prompted the offi cers of St. Bartholomew’s Church to put
any immediate prospect of replacing it.

the site on the open market without

The sale will take place by
auction at 3 p.m. on Thursday,
October 26, at the Stanney-
lands Hotel, Stanneylands
Road, W LLIX‘LS}O\N.

The -decision to sell was
taken in 1975, when it was con~
sidered that the church would
be better served by @a new
church hall closer 10 the
church building, Church
Street. Since that date the
search has been on to find ar
appropriate gsite for this new
building, @& search which has
thrown up five possibilities
but, as yet, no definite plans.

In his October message in St.
Bartholomew's parish magazine,
the Rector, Rev. Peter Hunt,
lists the options open to the
church, a list full of difficulties
which must be overcome before
the site for the new church
hall is to be chosen.

Te latest sethack came
recently with the refusal by
Macclesfield Borough Council
to allow the church authorities
to use the North end of the

Memorial

Lane, The
refusal were
felt that the
between the

Gardens, Church
grounds for this
that the planners
dividing road
church building
and the gardens was too busy
and therefore this possibility
has been ruled out completely.

“Bass Charrington's aré Very
sympathetic to us’’, said Mr
Hunt as a result of dicussions
held concerning the possibility

of ‘utiliing land owned by the

brewery adjacent .to the George

and Dragon Hotel.

Further discussions with the
brewery have been suggested
but only concerning land
behind the public house car
park. "They (the brewery)
regret that they cannot allow
us to use their land adjacent
to the church yard”, said Mr
Hunt.

The possibility of using land
on the Carrs Field has also
been suggested, although this

\ native

would necessitate the building
of a footbridge across the River
Bollin to enable access to and
from the church. The main
complication of using this site
is that the land has been
bequeathed to wilmslow.

However, Mr Hunt states
that as the church once had
a school on the gite, ‘‘one
section of land may balance
out the other — no actual
space in the pequest would be
lost".

The use of the churchyard
itself is another option open
to usc but this would necessi-
tate the removal of gravestones
and Mr Hunt casts some doubt
as to whether or not the
gregation would allow this t
take place. One solution woul
be to erect some sort O
monument in the new hall
listing the graves OVErT whick
the hall was built.

The final alternative sSugges
ted has been tO extend th
existing church building, bu
once again, this is not withou
problems,

Any extension of the histori
structure would have to b
carried ouwt carefully, usin
costly stone SO 4§ not ¢t
detract from the building
present appearance. This pla
was dropped for this reaso
and also because 1t 18 doubtfl
whether the parishioners wal
to see the present buildirx
altered in any way

It can be Sseen, therefor
that the immediate futu
lo0ks bleak. vacant possessi
of the Water Lane Mill com
into operation on January
next year, after that date ¢t
various socleties and
who use the hall as ¢
place will have to find
accommodation
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,Readers’ recollections of heydays at
Joan recalis the, <1 | I
stars shining at g § | |

town’s cinema

Joan Brown, who worked at the Rex
28 an usherette for many years, is sad
to see the cinema finally close its
doors.

Wilmslow Express Advertiser, June 15th, 1995. Tel: 01625 529333 Fax 01625 549660
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Former usherette recalls

IT is indeed sad to see the Rex close.

fond memories of the Rex

I do hope it re-opens again as it wi
will
nat be Wilmslow without the Rex.
Wilmslow is now all offices and shops
and the nice shops like Cleggs gone and
the old Methodist Church replaced by
Mo;iem )(‘I:dmht;otéing the same.
wor! at the Rex myself Vera
yealrs for l;ltr Walter Stmgy. v !
Was Manageress at ¢ dry cleaners
next door to the Rex, and when I closed
my shop at 8pm I went several nights a
week as usherette at the Rex plus
BSaturday and Sunday evenings.
It was an interest and I met lots of peo-~
ple and I enjoyed all the films and shows.
Mr Stansby had late of shows, bath
amatour Alderley and Wilmslow Operatic
Society, my favourites, who are so k.
qusi(t)e profleuumntal companies, and I got
a few autographs ineludin
Kordites, Eddie Calveft. and many o%htg:
1 also enjoyed the Christmas pantomimes,
soitlssadtoaeeitclose,mldnhope it
will ye-open. There was aleo s Invely ball-

THEando(anerafoermsbw‘sRexcmoma

would all go in her office and ha

and drink after the cinema clm;eb: z::::
brate us all there another year - all the
mncmm: ntadﬂ (unhei:etm).

py days when
cinema and shows, thepr:o gzwfmd e
;x;:::d;:'i:ﬁ:tn t.h(;me days. The cinems
oﬂltha : and kept the yonng ones
would like to wish M
) e ) < slor, a:‘c:r Ken and

ofa clesners

at 5pm it was
on to her sec-
ond job at the
Rex.

She l:aesd .
empioy: Y
Wef&er Stanshy
and describes
her job ns an
interest which

and shows and
also collect
autographs.

She remen-

Mrs Brown worked as the manageress

ma and when she closed up the shop

| . ¥
FOUNDER Walter Stansby
uit;“lf“ t0, hs including the
a few au including
%ordit«es and Edﬁ:v

next door to the cine-

TERE

ries of the cinema In its heyday.

This week we bring you the memories of two Wilmslow residents
with fond memories of one of the town’s most famous landmarks.

David Tyrell, of Hawthorn Park,

oom and Mr: N g
s Joan Brown vert many remembers one occasion in 1938 when

w:h;aﬁg:g;r:;;qf t;’eciim’ml was School Road 1| others? cat And the cinema became the venue for the
. o ristmas we Handforth, memory for Mrs first Sunday public performance in

closed its doors.

Another strang

Brown is Christmas at the Rex, when
the staff would get an annual treat
from the manageress when the cinema

She recalled: “The

manngeress of the
cinema was Mrs

snother year.”

Mrs Brown aiso
wants to wish the
present owners of
the Rex all the best.

She added: “I wonld

Wilmslow and played its part in the
arrival of the St. John's Ambulance
Brigade in the town.

The orchestral concert, which was
only allowed after a magistrate grant-
ed a special licence, kick started the
brigade in Wilmslow, which is still
going strong to this day.

Parkinson and each Mr Tyrell, who practised as a chi-
Christmas we would mpod_lst,_ recalls: "Al that time I was in
all §i har office practice in King Street, Manchester, and
$9 0. one of my patients was the wife of the
and have a cake and regional chief of the brigade, Colonel
drink after the cine- Challoner, a solicitor in Stockport.
ma closed to cele- “He was keen to h a brigade
brate us all there in Wilmslow and he ited Ne
er and elf to his hom

possibility

which I under-

of a series of conc star

like to wish Master f n had to
Ken and Master Stockport Philharmonic Orche throw in a few ex umbers.

§ organised at the Rex and was duly pro- A review in the Advertiser was
g:’;::: ghnppy Tohte moted in the Wilmslow Advertiser. gushing. It reac so0n evi

% Councillor Sydney Hope, who was that here we I f
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LAST week the Express Advertiser exclusively revealed that the Rex
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